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     LESSON 17




    AGE AND THE LAW
Lesson Overview:

Students study why there are different laws for people over and under 21 years of age.  Students write a law that protects people under 21 years of age from alcoholic beverages.

Objective: 

Students will learn essential information by:

1. Describing the potential consequences of using tobacco, alcohol and other drugs.

2. Describing legal consequences.

Activities / Strategies:

Form cooperative teams.  Ask the teams to brainstorm and report out one reason there are laws.  Explain that most laws are created to protect us.  List several protective laws and discuss what is being protected; (towns, states have speed limits and laws about smoking in public places; who or what is being protected?)
Explain that some laws are different for people of different ages. Texas requires children less than two years of age to be in a car seat.  Explain that some laws are created specifically to protect people less than 21 years of age.  Ask the teams to brainstorm reasons why there are laws for people under 21 years of age and report out.

Explain that people stop growing around 21 years of age.  That is the age that they become grown up and are known as grown-ups or adults.  Explain that while many people look grown up on the outside before they are 21 years of age, they are still growing and developing on the inside; they are not yet grown up. There is development we can’t see.

Some substances can stunt or slow down both our inside and outside development.  These substances work on the brain, which is in charge of our growth and development.  One of these substances is the chemical known as alcohol.  Alcohol affects how the brain works and can change the way we develop inside.  This is damage we can’t see.
Instruct each team to write a law to protect people less than 21 years of age from buying or drinking alcoholic beverages.  Ask each team to report out.  Post the laws in the classroom.

Assessment Criterion:

Students will participate as a member of a cooperative team and write a law protecting children less than 21 years of age from drinking alcoholic beverages.
Resource Materials:

Law in a Changing Society Curriculum, Rules and Laws for Citizenship (kindergarten-3) Law – Related Education; P.O. Box 12487; Austin, Tx. 78711 (512) 463-1388.
