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 Lesson 51


 
IT’S BACK TO LISTENING
Lesson Overview:

Through participating in and analyzing a listening experience, students are led to see the importance of listening in building relationships and influencing others to avoid harmful behaviors.
Objective: 
Students will practice a personal plan by:
1. Identifying and acting on strategies to help friends avoid involvement with drugs and violence.
Activities / Strategies:

Ask students to find a partner, find their own space, and sit down on the floor in a back-to-back fashion.
The pair must decide who first will be the speaker and who will be the listener.  The listener cannot laugh, ask questions, or comment.  They must only listen.  Once the speaker begins, they must talk continuously about themselves for three minutes or until the teacher calls for a switch of partners.  Both must be respectful, speak clearly, sit up straight, and not wiggle.

Ask the students to write down four positive things they found out about their partner.

After both partners have had the opportunity to speak, ask students; * which role was easier? * Why might it have been difficult to be the speaker?  The listener?

Close with the following instruction: Listening to our friends when they speak is an important part of building relationships.  Being listened to helps us to feel worthwhile.  Being friends can help us encourage one another to plan and act uprightly and to avoid inappropriate and harmful involvement such as drugs and violence.

Assessment Criterion: 
Each student will summarize their own listening experience in a brief paper, explaining what was difficult, what was easy, how they will improve personal listening skills to build relationships, and how this can positively influence others.

Resource Materials: 
