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Lesson 32


MAKING MY ENVIRONMENT SAFE
Lesson Overview:

Students study safety in their environment (community, school, social groups and home); look for areas that can be improved and make plans for improvement; and create a safe environment poster and slogan.
Objective:

Students will a practice personal plan by:

1. Identifying and participating in initiatives to reduce and eliminate drugs and violence in schools and communities.
Activities / Strategies:

Ask the students to define environment (the circumstances, objects, or conditions by which one is surrounded).  Direct students to brainstorm a list of things in our environment that affect our lives in one or another.
Divide the class into cooperative teams and distribute the student activity sheet listing sources of violence to each group.  Instruct the students to brainstorm common sources of danger for students in the following environments: school (peer group, bullies), home (family members, media), community and social situations (gangs, drug users).

Ask the team to identify environmental factors that help promote violence (a gun that’s not locked away, poor street lighting). For each source ask the teams to decide the best way to reduce the potential for violence.

While the class is still in teams, distribute the student activity sheet identifying places. Direct teams to put an (x), or cross out unsafe locations in our environment and describe how the community might be improved.

Distribute a sheet of white paper or poster board to each team and instruct students to create a poster that depicts a safe environment and write an original violence free / stay safe slogan for their poster.

Distribute the home centered activity making home safe.  Encourage students to ask an adult family member or guardian to join them in looking for any unsafe situations and find ways to remove them or make them safer.
Assessment Criterion:

Student identifies unsafe situations in his/her community or social environment / school / home / and prescribes safer alternatives to improve those environments..
Resource Materials:

· Student activity sheet: Listing Sources of Danger.
· Student activity sheet: Identifying Places?
· Large white paper or poster board (one for each group of three students)

· Home centered activity: Making Home Safe
Identifying places key:

Dangerous location:



Made Safer By:
Broken street light



Replace

Polluting factory



Report to authorities; Petition to clean up

Graffiti wall




Paint a mural over the graffiti

Litter





Organize community cleanup

People Loitering



Organize basketball league

Gang Hangout




Create park curfew in effect

Empty Building



Tear down, open new business

Drug Dealer house



Arrest drug dealer.

Date: __________________________________

Name: _________________________________


LISTING SOURCES OF VIOLENCE

List common sources of violence toward students in the following environments

	
	Identify the Source


	  Violence Factor
	How to Reduce 

The Problem

	      In School


	
	
	

	     At Home


	
	
	

	     In the community or social situations


	
	
	


Name:_________________________________
Date: _________________________________

Identifying Places

Mark an X or cross out all of the unsafe locations in our environment that are listed below.  Describe how each dangerous location could be made safer.

Gang hangout





Grocery Store

Park







Neighborhood

School







Doctors office

Piles of litter






Apartments

Alley

Broken street light

Polluting factory

Street light

House where a drug dealer lives

Café

Empty building

Graffiti wall

Vacant building

Gift shop

Car dealership

Church  

Barber shop

Date: ___________________________________

Name: __________________________________




       
Making Home Safe



Survey your home with an adult family member or adult friend.




Identify areas that are unsafe and describe how to make them safer.



Unsafe



We can make this safer by:
